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How does the Tire Pressure Monitoring System work?

Tire pressure monitoring systems continuously monitor the pressure in the tires through sensors 
located in the tires (direct system) or the use of wheel speed and other vehicle sensors (indirect 
system). The information collected by the sensors is transmitted to an on-board processor that 
interprets the sensor signals and warns the driver when tire pressure is below the minimum 
acceptable level by illuminating the TPMS symbol on your dashboard.

Does my vehicle have TPMS?

All passenger cars, light trucks and vans that are model year 2008 or newer are required to come equipped with this 
feature. Some model year 2006 and 2007 vehicles are also equipped with TPMS. If you own a model year 2006 or 2007 
vehicle, check with your dealer or your owner’s manual to determine if it comes equipped with TPMS.

What does the TPMS symbol look like?

There are two different low tire pressure warning indicators allowed by the Federal standard. One icon is the cross-section of a tire with an 
exclamation mark inside. The other is a top view of a car with all four tires exposed. No matter which TPMS symbol your vehicle has, it will illumi-
nate on the vehicle dashboard when your tire pressure is significantly under inflated.

What does it mean if the TPMS symbol illuminates?

When the TPMS symbol appears on your dashboard, it means at least one of your tires is already significantly underinflated. You should inspect 

your tires and check the tire pressure as soon as possible. The symbol will extinguish after the tires are properly inflated.

What does it mean if the TPMS symbol goes on and off?

On cold mornings, the TPMS symbol may illuminate for a short period of time and then turn off. This is likely caused by marginally low tire 
pressure that dips below the warning threshold overnight but rises to an acceptable level as the tires heat up through vehicle operation or an 
increase in external temperatures. If the TPMS symbol goes on and off, you should inspect your tires and check your tire pressure. The lamp 
should not illuminate when the tires are properly inflated.

What does it mean if the warning lamp flashes on and off and then remains illuminated?

All TPMS installed on 2008 model year vehicles and beyond are required to detect and warn the driver when the system is not functioning 
properly. A system malfunction may be indicated by a flashing of the TPMS symbol for 60 to 90 seconds with the warning lamp remaining 
illuminated after the flashing sequence. The flashing sequence followed by continuous illumination of the warning lamp will repeat at each 
subsequent vehicle start-up until the malfunction is corrected. You should contact your vehicle dealer for a system inspection.

If the TPMS symbol is on, wouldn’t I have already noticed that my tires are underinflated?

under inflated tires are visually difficult to detect. It is recommended that you inspect tires monthly with an accurate gauge. The TPMS is not 

intended to be a substitute for regular tire maintenance.
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